
State Representative

LUANNE VAN WERVEN
42nd LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

2018 SESSION REVIEW

STAY CONNECTED
Olympia Office: 
419 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
(360) 786-7980

Email: 
Luanne.VanWerven@leg.wa.gov
Website: 
RepresentativeLuanneVanWerven.com

COMMITTEES
•  Higher Education 

Assistant Ranking Minority Member
• Public Safety
• Rules
• Transportation

INSIDE
•   Hirst solution
•    Projects address needs for 

Whatcom County
•   Fish and wildlife data 

legislation becomes law
•   Transparency of textbook costs
•    Expanding opportunities for 

career and technical college 
students

•    No new taxes!
•   Supporting our most 

vulnerable

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your representative. 
Whatcom County is a special place with extraordinary people and 
I have worked hard to bring your voice to Olympia. I have focused 
on improving K-12 education, providing more opportunities at 
higher education institutions, including community and technical 
education, protecting property rights and local jobs, while 
remembering all tax dollars come from you. In this legislative 
review, I share some information on these issues and many others I 
have been working on. 

Please remember, I am your state representative year-round. My 
work on your behalf continues even when the legislative session 
ends. I am interested in ideas you may have for legislation, projects 
your organization or agency may be working on, and I am available 
to speak to groups and provide legislative updates. Feel free to call, 
email or write me any time. 

It is an honor representing the people and communities of the 
42nd Legislative District.

Sincerely,

Representative Luanne Van Werven 
42nd Legislative District



FISH AND WILDLIFE DATA 
LEGISLATION BECOMES LAW

My House Bill 2307 that requires the release of sensitive fish and wildlife data to 
be subject to a confidentiality agreement has been signed law. This legislation will help 

protect important information related to wildlife locations, land management, catch data, 
scientific research and private property.

I am a legislative member of the Sunshine Committee, and it was brought to the committee’s 
attention that the law pertaining to the release of sensitive fish and wildlife data needed to be 

tightened. I drafted legislation to address the concern.

Many organizations and agencies testified in favor of the bill, including the Citizens Alliance for 
Property Rights (CAPR), the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Washington 

Forest Protection Association.

This law will encourage working forest landowners to be partners in species recovery, as it allows 
them to share data with researchers and resources managers, knowing it will be kept confidential.

REPRESENTATIVE LUANNE VAN WERVEN

HIRST 
SOLUTION

I am pleased to 
announce we were able 
to reach an agreement on 
the Hirst court case that 
originated in Whatcom 
County in October 2016. 
It was critical we pass a 
legislative solution this year, 
so those who had to put 
their lives on hold could 
move forward. It addresses 
many of the concerns we 
had in Whatcom County 
and provides some 
certainty pertaining to 
our state’s water law. It 
grandfathers in existing 
wells and removes the 
burden the court put on the 
counties to find their own 
legal water.

PROJECTS ADDRESS NEEDS FOR WHATCOM COUNTY
We accomplished great things in the capital 

budgets for Whatcom County. In the 2018 
supplemental capital budget, we were able to 
secure $1.2 million for the East Blaine utility 
extension project. This will go toward water, 
sewer and electrical infrastructure to assist with 
the construction of much needed mixed-use 
housing in the East Blaine area. 

I successfully added funds in the 
transportation budget to pave the way for a bike and pedestrian trail in Kendall to connect local 
neighborhoods with the Kendall Elementary School, library, churches and the regional resource center. 
In recent years, this route has been rocked by tragedy. The Kendall Trail is essential to providing students 
a safe pathway and get them off of the busy highway. 

There was also $772,500 in the capital budget for Unity Care NW North Whatcom County 
Health Center in Ferndale. When completed, the facility will double the capacity to serve 
9,500 north Whatcom County residents with medical, behavioral health, dental and 
pharmacy services.

We secured funding for the following projects in the biennial capital budget 
which passed at the beginning of session:

• Whatcom Community College Learning Commons;

• Lynden’s Pepin Creek realignment project;

• Ferndale Pioneer Park ADA walkway;

• Agricultural Center at the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds;

• Toxic cleanups at Whatcom Waterways in Bellingham;

• Bellingham Mental Health Triage Center;

• Bellingham Acute Detox Center; and

• The North Sound Behavioral Health Organization.
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TRANSPARENCY OF 
TEXTBOOK COSTS

Last session, my 
bill to add some 
transparency to textbook 
costs in community and 
technical colleges (CTC) was 
signed into law. House Bill 
1375 provides CTC students 
with the costs of required 
textbooks and course materials 
before the students sign up 
for class. It also encourages the 
use of open education resources 
for shared online textbooks. Our 
local students from Whatcom 
Community College and 
Bellingham Technical College 
were helpful in passing this 
legislation.

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE STUDENTS

Working closely with a Democratic colleague, I 
successfully amended House Bill 2177 this year. This new 
law will assist CTC students earning certificates, credentials 
and associate degrees for high-demand jobs in rural 
communities. My amendment added Whatcom County as 
an eligible county to receive Washington State Opportunity 
Scholarships. The Opportunity Scholarship program is 
a unique public-private partnership for low and middle-
income students. This is a great win for local CTC students 
and rural Whatcom County employers.

NO NEW TAXES!
There was good news with 

the operating budget as it 
included no new taxes. We 
were able to avoid proposals 
that would have implemented 
a capital gains income tax, 
a carbon/energy tax, and 
the sugar and sweetener 
tax modeled after the city 
of Seattle’s policy. We also 
stopped a wireless device 
tax, and proposals to raise 
B&O taxes. The governor’s 
carbon/energy tax proposal 
was especially concerning 
as under his initial proposal 
we could have seen a 
4-5 percent increase in 
electricity bills, 10 percent 
increase on natural gas, and 
anywhere from a 6-9 percent 
increase on fuel prices, or 
approximately 18 cents more 
a gallon. My deepest concern 
is that a carbon/energy tax 
would hit those who could 
least afford the increase in 
their energy costs.

SUPPORTING OUR MOST VULNERABLE
This session, I supported practical assistance for vulnerable 

and low-income citizens in our district. I supported legislation 
that provides payment to family members for long-term care of 
their developmentally-disabled dependents, housing support 
for homeless and low-income seniors, and funding for the 
Kulshan Community Land Trust to assist with housing for low-
income families. I also voted to improve access and services 
to mental health treatment for children and youth, as well as 
suicide prevention programs for our veterans in higher education 
institutions.
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PLEASE JOIN ME 
FOR COFFEE
Over the next couple of months, I am hosting some coffee chats 
to discuss the legislative session and answer questions you may 
have about important issues facing us in Whatcom County and 
Washington state. I look forward to seeing you there. 

Save the dates – Coffee with Rep. Van Werven
Friday, May 11, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.  
Ferndale Woods Coffee 
1867 Main St. Ferndale, WA 98248

Tuesday, May 29, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Lynden Library 
216 4th St. Lynden, WA 98264

Wednesday, June 6, 1 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Bellingham Woods Coffee 
10 Prospect St. Bellingham, WA 98225

Monday, June 11, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
East Whatcom Regional Resource Center 
8251 Kendall Rd. Maple Falls, WA 98266


